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Wednesday | 27 April 2016

10:00

Official Opening

10:30 - 11:30

Manuela Mircos
Umberto Eco

Born in Rome from an ltalian
mother and a Greek father,
Manuela is a Humanities
graduate with Magna Cum Laude
(Honors) from Rome La Sapienza
University where she got a
. Master’s Degree in Journalism
! and Mass Communications. She
worked for several leading Italian
newspapers and magazines before joining Vatican
Radio as a correspondent and news presenter.
Three years later, she joined the Rome bureau of
The New York Times and worked as a TV producer
for a London based TV production company after
the family move to the UK. An avid reader with a
passion for world literature and current affairs,
Manuela took advantage of the opportunity offered
by the move to the UAE to deepen her knowledge
of the history and culture of the region.
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11:30-12:30

Valerio Massimo Manfredi
Guest of Honor: Italy

Spanning more than four
decades, the career of the
professor-writer VALERIO
MASSIMO MANFREDI has been
dedicated to the beauty of art
and history. From his celebrated
Alexander Trilogy (published
from 2001 to 2002) and recent

adventures of Odysseus (Il mio
nome & Nessuno, three volumes published by
Mondadori from 2012 to 2014) to many individual
novels (including L'ultima legione, Mondadori,
2002, adapted into the feature film The Last Legion
starring Colin Firth and Ben Kingsley) and books on
his archeological expeditions, Manfredi introduces
readers to new perspectives on our past, or reveals
curiosities and secrets of stories already known
(as in Le meraviglie del mondo antico, Mondadori,
2014, on the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World).
An internationally renowned and acclaimed author
whose books have been translated in 60 territories,
sold 12 million copies around the globe, and won
numerous awards, Manfredi also contributes to
print and television outlets.
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12:30 - 01:00

Marco Pierre White
My Kitchen

Marco is one of the greatest
chefs of modern times; he was
born in 1962 and is the son and
grandson of chefs. He left school
to become a kitchen apprentice
at the Hotel St George, and
subsequently trained with
masters such as Raymond Blanc
and Albert Roux.

White opened his first restaurant, Harveys, in
London in the late 1980s. Among those mentored
and inspired by him was Gordon Ramsay. At the
age of thirty-three, he was the first British chef -
and the world’s youngest — to win three Michelin
stars (at Restaurant Marco Pierre White at the Hyde
Park Hotel).

He is the author of bestselling cookery books and
an autobiography, The Devil in the Kitchen. His TV
credits include Hell’s Kitchen, Kitchen Wars and,
most recently, the Australian version of MasterChef:
The Professionals.
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International Prize for Arabic Fiction

01:00 - 01:40

Mohamed Rabie

Mohamed Rabie is an Egyptian
writer born in 1978. He graduated
from the Cairo Faculty of
Engineering in 2002 and his first
novel, Kawkab Anbar (2010) won
first prize in the emerging writers»
category of the Sawiris Cultural
Award in 2012. His second
novel, Year of the Dragon, was
published in 2012, followed by Mercury in 2014.
In 2012, he took part in the IPAF’s Nadwa (writers
workshop) for promising young writers.
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01:40 - 02:20

George Yaraq

George Yaraq is a Lebanese
novelist, born in 1958. He
has worked as an editor and
freelance writer for several
Lebanese newspapers and
magazines, such as Al-Nahar, Al-
Liwaa, Al-Hayat, Al-Sayyad, and
Jasad. His first novel, “Night”,
was published in 2013.
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02:20 - 03:00

Rabai al-Madhoun

Rabai al-Madhoun is a
Palestinian writer, born in al-
Majdal, Ashkelon, southern
Palestine in 1945. During the
1948 Nakba exodus, his family
emigrated to Khan Younis in the
Gaza strip. He studied at Cairo
and Alexandria  Universities,
Egypt, but was expelled from
Egypt in 1970 before graduating because of his
political activities. He has worked at the Palestinian
Centre for Research Studies as a journalist and
editor for many newspapers and magazines,
including Al-Horriya, Al-Ufuq, Sawt al-Bilad, Al-
Quds al-Arabi, Al-Hayat, WTN (an American TV
news network), and APTN-Associated Press. His
published works include “The Lady from Tel Aviv”
(2010), a novel shortlisted for the 2010 International
Prize for Arabic Fiction, and “Destinies: Concerto
of the Holocaust and the Nakba” (2015). The Lady
from Tel Aviv was translated into English by Elliot
Colla and published by Telegram Books. The book
won the English PEN Writers in Translation award.
He currently works as an editor for Al-Sharq Al-
Awsat newspaper in London.
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03:00 - 03:40

Tareq Bakari

Tareq Bakari was born in Missour,
eastern Morocco, in 1988. He
' graduated with a BA in Arabic
Literature from Mohamed Bin
Abdullah University, Fes, in 2010
and obtained a diploma from the
Meknes Teacher Training College
in 2011. Since then, he has
worked as an Arabic language
teacher in Meknes. He has published numerous
articles and  pieces of creative writing, both in
print and online. Numedia (2015) is his first novel.
in London.
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03:40 - 04:20

Shahla Al Ujayli

Shahla Ujayli is a Syrian writer
born in 1976. She holds a
doctorate in Modern Arabic
Literature and Cultural Studies
from Aleppo University in Syria
and currently teaches Modern
-~ Arabic Literature at the University
. of Aleppo and the American
University in Madaba, Jordan.
She is the author of a short story collection entitled
The Mashrabiyya (2005) and two novels: “The Cat’s
Eye” (2006), which won the Jordan State Award for
Literature in 2009, and “Persian Carpet” (2013).
She has also published a number of critical studies,
including The Syrian Novel: Experimentalism and
Theoretical Categories (2009), Cultural Particularity
inthe Arabic Novel (2011) and Mirror of Strangeness:
Articles on Cultural Criticism (2006). In 2014, she
took part in the IPAF nadwa (writers’ workshop) for
promising young writers, where she worked on a
passage from her 2016 short-listed novel, “A Sky
Close to Our House”.
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04:20 - 05:00

Mahmoud Shukair

Mahmoud  Shukair is a
Palestinian writer bornin 1941 in
Jabal al-Mukabbar, Jerusalem.
He writes short stories and
novels for adults and teenagers.
He is the author of forty-five
books, six television series,
and four plays. His stories
have been translated into
several languages, including
English, French, German, Chinese, Mongolian and
Czech. He has held leadership positions within
the Jordanian Writers’ Union and the Union of
Palestinian Writers and Journalists. In 2011, he was
awarded the Mahmoud Darwish Prize for Freedom
of Expression. He has spent his life between Beirut,
Amman and Prague and now lives in Jerusalem.
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05:00 - 06:00

Taleb Al-Refai
Fee Al Huna

Writer and novelist Taleb Al
Refai was born in Kuwait
on May 10, 1958. He holds
. a BA of Civil Engineering
(Kuwait University, College of
Engineering and Petroleum
(1982). He started writing in
the mid-seventies.

His writings express humanitarianism, translate his
concern about expatriate employment issues; he
is pro-biased on women’s issues; He is one of the
few Arab writers who have used their true life in
their story telling.

In 2002, he won the State Award for his novel
“Sent of the Sea”. He also wrote: “Shadow of the
Sun”, Samar Words”, “The Garment”, and “Fee Al
Huna”. He also published dozens of literary and
critic research, and seven story collections, some
translated into foreign languages.
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He headed the Jury of the Arabic Bookers Prize in
2009. He participates in the annual “International
Writing Program” organized by the University of
lowa and is the oldest US and worldwide creative
programs.

Taleb Al Refai served as director of the Department
of Culture at the National Council for Culture, Arts
and Literature in Kuwait. He is the founder and chief
Editor of “Al-Funoon” newspaper. Since 2013 he is
the Cultural Adviser for Ministry of Information in
Kuwait, in addition to his work as a visitor lecturer
at the American University of Kuwait for “Creative
Writing”.
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06:00 - 07:00

Dr. Waciny Lared;j
The Sword and Literature

Waciny Laredj is an Algerian
novelist born in 1954 in
Tlemcen Province. He holds
a BA in Arabic literature from
the University of Algiers, and
an MA and a PhD from the
University of Damascus. He
took up an academic position
at the University of Algiers
where he taught till 1994,
He then moved to Tunisia, and settled in France
and joined Université Paris Ill-New Sorbonne,
where he teaches Arabic literature. He has written
many novels dealing with Algeria’s history and its
harsh upheavals, and on the tragedies of the Arab
nation, questioning the sacred and static account
of its history. He has published more than a dozen
books, and has won a number of prizes including
the Literature Prize of Sheikh Zayed Book Award
in 2007 and Katara Prize for Arabic Novel in 2015.
His novels gwJudl el and G el sl were
longlisted to the International Prize for Arabic
Fiction in 2011 and 2014 respectively.
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07:00 - 08:00

Mahdi Abdu
Life owes me a happy day

B

Mahdi Abdu is a Saudi artist
and storyteller who combines
graphic art and writing. He has
published in 2011 a collection
of short stories entitled “Film”.
He participated in a number of
exhibitions in various places
such as Hamburg, Germany.
A solo art exhibition called

“Thinking out Loud”, was held
for him in Jeddah in 2013. Abdu contributes with
his experience as a graphic designer to some Arab
publishing houses. Describing himself, he says:
“I’m a non-conformist character, and | live my life
as | feel it”.
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08:30 - 09:30

Sultan Al Khateeb
Opera Was Born in Italy

Sultan al-Khatib, a pianist from
Iraq, graduated from Franz
Liszt Academy in Budapest.
He is the representative of the
Paris-based Global Olympic
Art President, and a founding
member thereof. In 1994, he
was classified by BBC as one
of the five most important
pianists in Asia. He held several
music concerts in Europe, Asia and Arab countries,
in operas, cultural centers, and international
festivals, some of which were air broadcasted
through satellite channels. Many of Sultan al-
Khatib research works were published as articles,
TV and newspapers interviews, and lectures at
universities and cultural centers around the world,
and he was featured in international and Arabic
TV stations such as the BBC, CNN, TV5, mbc, Al-
Jazeera, and many Arab channels. He is a member
of international arbitration committees, and has
held several positions in cultural institutions.













